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"Well, it was the fortune of the political game, and
until his party returned to power, Roosevelt decided
to seek another outlet for his energies. Many offers
were made to this go-ahead, forceful man, and finally
he accepted the Vice-Presidency of the Fidelity and
Deposit Insurance Company of Maryland, and in due
course found himself in charge of the company's New
York office. He may indeed have welcomed a brief
relief from politics provided the respite did not last too
long. After all, he was now the father of five chil-
dren, and a prominent politician did not get too much
time for home life. We may believe that at least his
wife was glad to see him relieved of the burden of
government for a while, and when the holiday season
came round in the summer of 1921, it was a joyful
party which gathered at the Roosevelt summer home
on Gampobello Island off the coast of Maine. Alas!
it was a holiday which was soon to be clouded with
dismay and sorrow. Returning one day with his sons
from a bathe, Franklin Roosevelt complained of feeling
unwell, and retired to bed, as he thought with a chill.
The next day his left leg was stiff, then his right leg
stiffened, and within three days both his legs were
seriously paralysed. It was not a chill he had con-
tracted, it was that dreaded disease, infantile paralysis,
so prevalent in the United States.

What a frightful blow to a man as energetic as Frank-
lin Roosevelt, and one who was upon the threshold of
a splendid career! Few of those who knew what had
happened thought he would ever recover. The doctors
said that if he fought hard and did painful exercises